A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
career; he remained henceforward at the head of the Govern-
ment and almost identical with it for twenty years.
Walpole and the King, George I of England, as the new
Hanoverian King was now called, was exactly the person needed
for firmly rooting aristocratic government and making the
return of monarchy impossible. He was a coarse, brutal, stupid
man, knowing not a word of English and caring nothing about
England save for the income the country provided him and, to
some extent, the title of royalty. There was still enough
tradition of kingship remaining to make people think that
Walpole managed the King—but he did not even take the
trouble to do that. The King made no attempt to govern.
When the next Parliament had to be called, at the end of the
seven years, Walpole was able to direct the elections as he willed,
and when the King died during a journey he was taking to
Germany with his mistress, on June 12, 1727, the all-powerful
minister had been governing without interruption for six
years.
Walpole*s Foreign Policy. Walpole's foreign policy, so
far as it depended upon himself, was simple enough—he was
determined to preserve peace for England, and France played
into his hands. France, after the death of Louis XIV in 1715,
had had a young child for King, Louis XV, and for Regent the
child's cousin, the Duke of Orleans. The Regent and those who
surrounded him were as much determined as Walpole to avoid
war. The perpetual conflicts of the last reign, ending as they
did in the maintenance of the Bourbon Spanish succession, had
raised France to a very high position—the most populous and
the best-organized state in Europe. But she was exhausted and
required time to recuperate. Moreover, there was no acute cause
of conflict between tie English governing class, merchants and
squires, on the one hand and the French monarchy on the other.
We must be careful not to antedate things in history. We,
who know what was coining, tend to think of the whole eigh-
teenth century as a struggle for maritime and colonial power
between France and England, including the struggle for India;
but all that only appears in the latter part of the eighteenth
century, it does not belong to the earlier part. WTiat did happea
in this earlier part of the eighteenth century was growth of
London's money-power.
England under Walpole was increasing rapidly in wealth and
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